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With the November election weeks away, candidates are in the final push to win votes 
and the battle is more intense. For Missouri State Senate District 19, this has been a hot election 
cycle. 

The University of Missouri, part of District 19, has been in damage control for the past 
year as it became embroiled in controversies. Enrollment dropped, state budgets were cut, and 
there was a large amount of unwanted national attention. 

“Certainly, over the last year the university has been in the news, and that has made it a 
bigger political football than it normally is,” said Peverill Squire, professor of political science at 
MU. 

College towns have a diverse population. Between students, faculty, staff and locals, 
political views between town and gown can clash.  

According to a 2014 Harvard Political Review, the university community and local 
residents differ in certain priorities, even if affiliated with the same party. Locals in college 
towns tend to be more concerned with local needs; whereas a university committee focuses more 
on national issues. 

Candidates running for an elected office must figure out how to accommodate the needs 
of both interests. 

“You got some folks who call themselves Republicans, some folks call themselves 
Democrats, and a lot of folks reside somewhere in the middle, kind of more independent voters. 
For me, I think there’s a kind of two-pronged approach to how you reach out to those folks,” said 
Republican Rep. Caleb Rowden. Rowden is running for District 19’s Senate seat.   

Producing a campaign that appeals to both the university community and locals is 
challenging. Candidates look for ways to stand out to the people of their district in order to win 
their votes. One way candidates seek more votes is through spending increasingly more money 
on their campaigns. 

“More prominent candidates from both parties do get large PAC contributions,” James 
Klahr, executive director of the Missouri Ethics Commission, said. 

Campaign spending in District 19, consisting of Boone and Cooper Counties, has 
increased over the years. In 2004, the three candidates running for the seat had a total of 
$969,075 invested into their campaigns. In 2016, that number increased to $1,171,233 between 
two candidates. 

However, some college towns in the Midwest have not seen such an increase in campaign 
spending. District 19’s total campaign spending in 2016 exceeded the amounts of other college 
towns in the region, including Ames, Iowa, and Manhattan, Kansas. 

In both Ames and Manhattan, college towns very similar to Columbia, campaign 
spending barely fluctuated over the past 12 years. In Ames, campaign spending between the two 
parties actually decreased from the 2006 to the 2014 senatorial race. 

 “You’ve got a prominent U.S. Senate race going on, (and) that interest in Missouri is 
combined with the fact that we’ve got no (PAC spending) limits. The result of that is seeing a lot 
more money in our state this year than in previous election years,” Klahr said. 

There are only two blue Senate seats not up for re-election, but other than that, every seat 
is up for grabs. The supermajority in both chambers is Republican, so Democrats are eager for a 



state Senate seat. For Stephen Webber, District 19 has the opportunity to gain leverage for the 
Democratic Party in the Jefferson City. 

“This district is important in the overall scheme just because the Republicans currently 
have a supermajority in both chambers. If the Democrats pick up the state Senate seat, that would 
whittle it down a little bit,” Squire said. 

Last year’s controversial events damaged the university’s relationship between its 
community and the Missouri Republican Party. Squire added that the university is a major 
employer in Boone County, both directly and indirectly. So the health of the university is of 
concern to most voters in the district. 


